
Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, AD 2017: 
What Might Have Been 

  
I went to Fatima at the close of the Marian Year (August 12–16, 1988). I was there partly 
because of an unformed insight I had regarding Christian, Muslim and Jewish 
interrelations, spiritual and incarnational, personal and social. Fatima is Mohammed's 
daughter who is the second holiest woman in Islam after Mary the Jewish mother of Jesus, 
who is the Jewish Messiah of Israel, incarnation of God and Savior of the world 
(somehow) for Christians. Fatima is also a city, a social gathering of people who live in a 
particular geographical space. First Muslims, Christians and Jews people lived there. 
Then Christian and Jewish people lived there. Then only Christian people lived there. 
Now again in 2017, Muslim, Christian and Jewish people live there.  
Whichever way one wants to parse it, every time the words “Our Lady of Fatima” are 
spoken all three religions are symbiotically combine automatically at their very roots and 
in their histories. However, their interrelatedness at Fatima has been one of war and 
brutality toward each other. Then, on May 13, 1917, at the zenith of the bestiality of 
World War I, with Christians, Muslims and Jews standing arm in arm slaughtering other 
Christians, Muslims and Jews for King and Kaiser, there gently arises the Spirit of the 
Holy symbolically embodied in the ecumenical feminine: Fatima, the Muslim daughter of 
Mohammed, Mariam the Jewish mother of Jesus, and Mary, the Christian's Mother of 
God. Mary is mentioned 34 times in the Koran, 21 times in the New Testament and in all 
cases, she is the Jewish mother of the Jewish Jesus who saw her son tormented, tortured 
and destroyed by the powers-that-be, just as billions of other mothers have endured the 
agony of seeing their child tormented, tortured and destroyed by the powers-that-be in a 
state and in a religion. Yet, no one—Christian, Muslim or Jew—places a word of 
retaliation, revenge, hate or enmity on Mary’s lips. And so, it is said, that this Mary, this 
“gentle woman,” this feminine embodiment of the Spirit of the One Holy God of all, 
appears at the height of WWI at Fatima, a place literally drenched in a thousand years of 
blood of Muslims, Christians and Jews. 
Rev. Rene Laurentain, the most noted and scholarly, apparition evaluator of the 
Twentieth Century states that an apparition must be understood and evaluated not just by 
what is said, but also by the entire symbolic communication that is inherent in it. The 
assumption on which this is based is that God is Logos. That God therefore does not 
whimsically choose this venue at this time, presented in this way, to orchestrate an 
apparition. That God chooses purposively, logically and explicitly in order to 
communicate via a new symbolic medium exactly what Jesus communicated by His 
words and deeds two thousand years ago—no more and no less. This is supposed to spur 
the natural creativity within us to more deeply know, love, serve and be happy with the 
God of Love who fills all things and is present in all places, but who is encompassed by 
none.  It is meant to soften hearts and break through to minds that have become 
impenetrably callous to the Word of God.  
It should also be said that I find what the institutional Catholic Church did with and 
allowed to be done with this apparition for most of the time since 1917 is disgraceful and 



repulsive. The Church with a great deal of help and financial support from big-time 
capitalist Catholics turned the entire apparition into an anti-communist political soap box 
for itself and for those politicos, secular and religious, who rode this horse to power and 
to the bank. So instead of Mary at Fatima being nurtured as an ecumenical symbol and 
reality fostering a peaceful and gentle spirit among the Abrahamic religions, it became 
for a century a worldwide symbol generating among Catholics—in their cradles, in their 
pews, in their classrooms and in their Rosary crusades—the anti-Gospel spirits of enmity, 
hatred and murderous hostility towards hundreds of millions of people on the planet. 
And so again, as with all the evil the institutional Church leaders have done by not 
following Jesus and with all the good which institutional Church leaders have left undone 
by not following Jesus, it can only sorrowfully be said as we look at the human situation 
on this May 13, AD 2017, the Feast Day of Our Lady of Fatima, 

Of the saddest words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these, 
‘It might have been.’ 

Yet, that “Gentle Woman,” Mariam of Nazareth and Fatima remains, showing Jews, 
Christians and Muslims, the Way to approach God and the Way to approach each other—
even enemies. 

 —EMMANUEL CHARLES MCCARTHY 
 


